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THE  GOLD  DUCATS  OF  THE  VILNIUS  MINT 


By  K.  Paul  Zygas,  Tempe,  Arizona 
Although  the  Vilnius  Mint  issued  its  first  gold  ducats  in 
1547,  450  years  ago,  even  Lithuanian  numismatists  paid 
relatively  little  attention  to  this  anniversary.  Perhaps  the 
reason  for  the  neglect  is  that  these  rare  pieces  are  seldom 
displayed  and,  consequently,  little  known.  Most  collectors 
are  thus  surprised  to  learn  that  between  1 547  and  1 666  the 
Vilnius  Mint  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  emitted 
about  60  distinct  issues  of  ducats  in  various 
denominations. 

No  museum  as  a complete  set,  so  one  must  visit 
London,  Vienna,  St.  Perersburg,  Paris,  Copenhagen, 
Berlin.  Cracow,  and  Kaunas  to  study  these  coins.  The  13 
pieces  held  by  the  Smithsonian  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
represents  one  of  the  larger  collections  of  Lithuanian 
ducats.  Ranging  in  value  from  1/2  ducats  to  10  florins, 
these  beautiful  gold  pieces  represent  the  Grand  Duchy’s 
supreme  numismatic  achievements. 

In  the  absence  of  complete  catalogs  from  these 
institutions,  a full  picture  of  the  gold-minting  activities  of 
the  Vilnius  Mint  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  available 
literature.  Thus,  Stasys  Sajauskas  and  Domininkas 
Kaubrys,  numismatists  living  in  Kaunas,  decied  to  remedy 
the  situation  by  compiling  a catalog  of  all  the  coins  issued 
by  the  Grand  Duchy.  They  visited  numerous  public  and 
private  collections  and  examined  thousands  of  coins. 

After  analyzing  and  comparing  the  major  types, 
thei  rvariants,  inscriptions,  weights,  dimensions,  metal 
purity,  they  published  Lietuvos  Didziosios  Kuknigaikstystes 
Numizmaiika  (The  Numismatics  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Lithuania)  in  1993.  The  fullest  study  of  the  subject  to  date, 
the  hard  data  and  the  sparse  text  of  this  illustrated  catalog 
provides  a treasure  trove  of  information  about  the  Vilnius 
Mint,  which  operated  on  and  off  for  about  three  centuries. 
This  book  is  a must  for  every  numismatic  library,  and  will 
doubtlessly  prove  invaluable  in  future  investigations  of  the 
Vilnius  Mint  and  the  Grand  Duchy's  economic  history. 

This  catalog  indicates  that  Sigismund  August, 


ABOVE:  The  first  Lithuanian  gold  ducat  design  1547- 
1554.  Obverse  text  reads:  "SIGIS(raundus)  AVG(ustus) 
REX  POLO(niae)  M(agnus)  D(ux)  LITV(aniae)." 

The  reverse  states:  "MONE(ta)  AVRE(a) 
MAG(ni)  DVCA(tus)  LITVA(aniae). 

Illustration  from  Sajauskas-Kaubrys,  page  162. 


Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  1544-72,  minted  the  first 
Lithuania  ducats  in  1547.  These  coins,  weighing 
3.5  grams  and  22  mm.  in  diameter,  were  98%  pure 
gold,  thereby  establishing  a very  high  standard  that 
the  Vilnius  Mint  upheld  to  the  very  end.  Counting 
the  trial  proof,  of  1571,  Sigismund  August  issued 
21  different  variants  of  the  1 ducat  piece.  His 
magnificent  10  florin  piece,  minted  in  1562, 
represents  the  top  of  the  scale.  About  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  diameter,  it  weighed  35  grams. 

His  successor,  Stepan  Bathory,  Grand  Duke 
of  Lithuania  1576-88,  produced  by  far  the  greatest 
variety  of  ducats.  Initially,  he  confined  his  gold 
coinage  to  1 ducat  pieces,  issuing  three  different 
variants  in  1590-91.  Rethinking  matters  a quarter 
ol  a century  later,  he  considered  emitting  the  3 
ducat  denomination;  its  trial  proof  survives.  A 5 
ducat  piece  was  authorized  instead,  resulting  in  six 
Continued  next  page... 
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This  10  ducat  piece.  I 1/2"  in  diameter,  weiehs  34  erams.  It  was  minted  in  Uilnius  in 
1616  during  the  reign  of  Sigismund  111  Uasa.  The  small  arrow  below  the  Uvtis  freverse  sideJ 
and  inside  the  outer  band  is  the  mark  of  Jonusas  Stvpia.  administrator  of  the  Uilnius  Mint 

1916*18.  Photo  by  Douglas  Mudd,  courtesy  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.C. 


different  variants  which  appeared  between  1618  and 
1622.  His  splendid  10  ducat  coin,  issued  in  a dozen 
different  variants  during  these  years,  capped  the 
Grand  Duchy's  gold  coinage  efforts.  Maintaining  the 
purity  set  earlier,  the  larger  denomination  ducats  were 
appropriate  multiples  of  3.5  grams. 

John  Casimir,  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  from 
1648-68,  struck  the  last  gold  coins  of  the  Vilnius 
Mint.  Ignoring  the  unending  military,  economic,  and 
political  calamities  besetting  his  reign,  he  minted  eight 
variants  of  the  1/2  ducat  in  1664-65,  and  four  variants 
of  the  1 ducat  in  1665-66. 

Except  for  the  35  gram  gold  piece  issued  by 
Sigismund  August  in  1562,  which  was  inscribed  as  a 
florin,  the  Lithuanian  gold  coins  are  usually  called 
ducats.  As  both  terms  have  been  used  rather  loosely, 
let  us  glance  the  original  meaning  of  the  "ducat"  and 
the  "florin."  Recent  research  has  found  that  the 
original  ducats  were  silver  coins  Roger  11  introduced 
in  1 140  in  the  Duchy  of  Apulia.  Sicily,  a ducatus  in 
Latin  Thus  termed,  these  coins  were  quickly 


differentiated  from  similar  pieces  issued  by  various 
royal  and  imperial  mints.  When  Venice  issued  its  own 
coin  of  fine  silver  in  1202,  it  modeled  its  new  piece 
on  the  earlier  Apulian  coin.  Since  Venice  was, 
likewise,  a duchy,  her  new  silver  coin  became  widely 
known  as  a ducatus  argenti,  a silver  ducat. 

Desiring  to  supplant  the  gold  coinage  of 
Byzantium,  Venice  minted  its  first  gold  coin  in  1284,  a 
ducatus  auri,  or  ducato  d'oro,  weighing  3.56  grams. 
The  piece  became  very  popular  for  large  transactions 
and  the  adjecitive  d'oro  was  gradually  dropped. 
Accordingly,  from  the  early  14th  century  onwards, 
ducatus  always  meant  a gold  coin  in  Western 
Christendom. 

One  side  of  the  Venetian  ducat  bore  the 
inscription:  "SIT  TXPE  DAT'  QTU  RFXIIS  ISTE 
DUCAT,"  an  abbreviation  of  "Sit  tibi  Christe  datus 
quern  tu  regis  iste  ducatus,"  meaning  "May  this  duchy 
which  thou  rulest  be  given  to  thee  O Christ."  Venice 
continued  stamping  her  ducats  with  this  in.scription  to 
Continued  on  page  4.... 


M^ATURE  OI'  TUli  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

BLANH  UNSTRUCK  1936-38  W LIT(J  PLRNCHET' 


10  Lit4  planchet,  1936-38 

Reguar  coin:  KM-83,  (Y-13),  KM-84  (Y-14) 

Weight:  18  grams. 

Diameter:  32  mm. 

Metal  content:  .750  silver,  .250  copper 
.4340  troy  ounce  actual  silver  weight. 

EDGE:  Lettered  "VIENYBEJE  ★ TAUTOS  ★ JEGA  ★" 
Translation:  "In  Unity  is  the  Strength  of  the  Nation." 

This  past  summer  this  editor  had  the  privilege  of  attending 
the  American  Numismatic  Association  Summer  School  of 
Numismatics  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  in  July  on  a 
scholarship  provided  by  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society. 
Collectors  from  across  the  country  attend  the  week-long  seminar 
that  features  classes  on  various  coin  topics  such  as  grading, 
detecting  counterfeits,  Russian  coinage,  banknotes,  etc. 

Yours  truly  took  the  course  on  coin  photography,  and 
brought  with  him  some  choice  items  to  photograph  from  my 
Albion,  Michigan  tokens  & medals,  and  Lithuanian  numismatic 
collections. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  items  in  my  personal  collection  is 
a blank,  unstruck  silver  10  litij  planchet,  used  to  strike  the  KM-83 
(Y-13)  and  KM-84  (Y-14)  1936  and  1938  10  litq  coins  of  pre- 
World  War  II  independent  Lithuania. 

The  planchets  were  prepared  at  the  Brussels  Mint  in 
Brussels,  Belgium,  and  then  shipped  to  Kaunas,  Lithuania  were 
they  were  struck  at  the  Lithuanian  mint  under  the  direction  of  its 
mintmaster,  Jonas  Kareckas-Karys. 

The  regular  coins  had  mintages  of:  1936:  720,000;  1938: 
170,000,  and  featured  the  busts  of  Vytuatas  the  Great,  and 
President  Smetona,  respectively. 

The  10  litij  also  had  a percentage  of  rejected  blanks  which 
were  supposed  to  be  melted.  This  one  in  my  own  collection  is 
apparently  one  that  got  away.  I obtained  this  many  years  ago  from 
one  of  our  early  LNA  members,  the  late  Joseph  Adomaitis  who 
purchased  it  from  a dealer  in  Wisconsin  in  the  early  1970s. 

The  lettered  edge  on  this  blank  is  deeply  inscribed,  and 
thick.  After  the  coin  was  struck  the  lettered  edge  was  compressed 
to  make  it  appear  thin  and  shallow.  This  shows  how  the  planchet 
looked  when  it  arrived  in  Kaunas  from  Brussels. 

My  photography  class  was  taught  by  two  numismatic 
photography  experts  who  have  years  of  experience  between  them. 
Astrid  Gracy,  the  ANA's  in-house  photographer,  and  Tom 
Mulvaney,  noted  national  coin  auction  catalog  photographer. 

1 brought  with  me  my  Lithuanian  piece  to  see  if  there  was 
a way  to  photograph  the  beautifully  inscribed  edge.  TTiere  was. 
During  the  week  the  class  practiced  with  various  lens  and  lighting 


techniques,  photographing  various  types  of 
material.  My  lettered  edge  blank  was  a 
challenge. 


What  I discovered  is  there  is  a way 
to  photograph  the  edge  of  a coin!  It 
involves  using  a common  flashlight  cone! 
Take  an  ordinary  flashlight,  pop  open  the 
top,  take  the  bulb  out,  and  place  your  coin 
in  the  cone.  The  cone  will  refect  the  edge  of 
your  coin  in  a mirror-like  (backwards) 
image.  You  can  then  use  your  copy  stand, 
camera,  and  correct  lighting  to  snap  a 
picture  of  the  edge. 

But  the  lettering  would  come  out 
backwards,  since  it  is  a mirror-image  of  the 
edge.  In  my  own  particular  case  however, 
we  easily  Just  flipped  the  negative 
backwards  when  making  the  print  to  make 
the  lettering  ewne  out  readable,  since  there 
was  no  image  of  Vytautas  or  Smetona  on 
the  blank  itself. 

This  month  we  feature  a photograph 
I took  of  my  blank,  unstruck  10  liti| 
planchet  in  my  photography  class.  1 now 
intend  to  use  the  same  technique  to 
photograph  the  edges  of  my  other 
Lithuanian  coins,  although  since  they  arc 
not  blank  1 won't  flip  the  negative  when 
making  a print.  1 suggest  you  try  this  at 
home  with  some  of  your  coins! 
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f)  I-ducat  Piece  of  Sisismund  Aueust. 

Dated  1563,  it  was  minted  by  Gabrielius  Tarla, 
administrator  of  the  Uilnius  Mint. 

the  end  of  the  18th  century.  Usage  became  consolidated,  leading  numerous 
writers  of  earlier  generations,  including  the  Lithuanian  numismatist  Jonas  K. 
Karys,  to  the  erroneous  belief  that  the  ducat  traced  its  pedigree  to  that  Venetian 
inscription. 

The  first  gold  coins  of  Florence  were  issued  in  1252,  a generation 
before  those  of  Venice.  The  Florentine  piece,  the  fiorino  d'oro  was  soon 
foUowed  by  the  genovino  d'oro,  the  gold  coin  minted  by  Genoa.  Both  weighed 
3.5  grams.  John  Porteus  and  Philip  Grierson,  internationally  respected 
numismatists,  have  explained  that  the  reappearance  of  gold  coinage  in  the  1 3th 
century  derived  from  the  changed  balance  of  trade  between  East  and  West. 
First  to  accummulate  large  reserves  of  gold,  Genoa  and  Florence  became  the 
first  cities  in  northern  Italy  to  issue  gold  coinage,  thus  allowing  them  to  take 
the  lead  in  the  development  of  modem  banking. 

By  the  end  of  the  1 5th  century,  the  florin  and  the  ducat  had  become  the 
most  important  coins  in  European  trade.  It  was  not  only  a matter  of  their 
metallic  purity— Florence  and  Venice  were  the  economic  superpowers  of  the 
time.  Their  coins  meant  business.  Like  the  Venetian  ducato  d'oro,  the 
Florentine  fiorino  d'oro,  soon  lost  its  adjectival  ending,  becoming  shortened 
into  the  fiorino,  or  the  florin  in  English. 

By  identifying  the  35  gram  gold  coin  issued  by  the  Vilnius  Mint  in 
1562  as  10  florins  (They  were  stamped;  "Moneta  Magni  Ducatus  Utuaniae  10 
Florinus  Aurea),  Sigismund  August  asserted  that  the  coinage  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Lithuania  was  a reliable  as  that  of  the  Duchy  of  Florence.  None  of 
the  other  gold  coins  ever  struck  in  Vilnius  bore  such  identification.  Their 
abbreviated  inscriptions  simiply  stated:  "Moneta  Aurea  Magni  Ducatus 
Utuaniae,”  i.e.  "A  gold  coin  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania."  Thus,  as  the 
gold  coinage  was  most  commonly  known  throughout  Europe  as  ducats,  it  is 
entirely  proper  to  refer  to  the  gold  pieces  issued  by  the  Vilnius  Mint,  not  as 
florins  fa  unique  case),  but,  generally,  as  ducats. 


Since  the  duchies  of 
Florence,  Venice  and  Vilnius  did  not 
have  gold  mines  of  their  own,  they 
turned  to  various  sources  to  obtain 
this  precious  metal,  the  precise 
source  differering  from  one  country 
to  another.  Fr(xn  Roman  times  well 
iinto  the  Middle  Ages,  we  should 
ote,  Europeans  obtained  most  of 
their  scanty  supply  of  gold  from 
West  Africa,  specifically,  from  the 
Sudan,  the  Upper  Senegal,  and  the 
gold-bearing  regions  of  Guinea. 
Overland  caravans,  passing  through 
Timbuktu  and  the  Sahara  Desert, 
brought  the  gold  dust  to 
Mediterranean  ports.  African  gold 
was  then  distributed  throughout 
Europe.  In  the  middle  of  the  15th 
century,  the  Portugese  established  a 
quicker  and  cheaper  sea  route  when 
their  ships  rounded  Cape  Verde  and 
reached  the  area  aptly  known  to  this 
day  as  the  "Gold  Coast"  of  Africa. 

By  this  time  gold  had  been 
found  in  Europe.  The  meager 
deposits  discovered  in  Hungary  late 
in  the  13th  century  benifitted  Venice 
the  most  since  she  was  Hungary's 
principal  trading  partner.  Gold  was 
later  also  found  in  Saxony  and 
Silesia,  and  for  the  next  few 
centuries  European  mines  supplied 
most  of  the  gold  needed  by  the 
neighboring  states.  For  instance,  the 
ducats  issued  in  1528  by  Sigismund 
the  Elder  (King  of  Poland  1506-44) 
probably  did  not  use  gold  from 
Africa.  His  brother  occupied  the 
throne  in  Buda,  so  it  is  most 
probable  that  gold  from  the 
Hungarian  mines  had  found  its  way 
into  the  Polish  mints. 

The  discovery  of  gold  in  the 
New  World  quickly  dwarled  the 
supply  coming  from  European  and 
African  sources.  IJie 


A Hold  ducat  of  Steponas 
Batoras  minted  in  Uilnius  in 
1586.  The  small  shield  under  the 
portrait  bust  bears  the  mark  of 
Leonas  Sapieha.  administrator  of 
the  Hold  mint  in  Uilnius  1585* 


1591. 


conquistadores,  following 

Columbus  to  the  New  World  from 
the  early  16th  century  onwards,  sent 
treasure  fleet  after  treasure  fleet 
homewards,  overloading  galleons 
with  countless  tons  of  silver  and 
gold.  Despite  the  continuous  flow  of 
wealth,  Spain  lived  beyond  its 
means.  King  Phillip  II  defaulted 
more  than  once,  leading  Spain  into 
bankruptcy.  Forced  to  borrow 
everywhere  and  from  everyone,  he 
even  turned  to  Bona  Sfro/.a,  Cirand 
Duchess  of  Lithuania  (1518-47). 


5. 

The  loans  were  eventually  repaid,  a little  with  gold,  doubtlessly  of  New 
World  origin,  but  mostly  with  Spanish  silver  thalers,  which  Sigismund 
August  recirculated  in  Lithiuania,  first  counterstamping  these  pieces  with  his 
monogram. 

Before  bringing  our  short  account  into  the  present,  we  must  mention 
that  the  Crand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  had  issued  kapos  in  silver  and  gold  long 
before  minting  its  first  ducats  in  1547.  The  kapos,  a unique  form  ol 
currency,  were  bars  of  precious  metal,  customarily  long  bars  of  silver,  u.sed 
by  King  Mindaugas  and  his  successors  throughout  the  Grand  Duchy  ol 
Lithuania.  Common  during  the  13th  and  14th  centuries,  the  kapos  were 
eventually  supplanted  by  coinage  which  was  a more  familiar  form  of 
currency  in  European  markets  and  exhanges. 

In  1934  a kapa  of  gold  was  found  in  the  Drageliskis  hoard  near 
Zarasai.  Since  kapos  of  gold  were  unknown  before  this  tantalizing  find,  some 
dismissed  the  unique  gold  bar  in  question,  weighing  2.61  grams  (equivalent 
to  8 ducats)  as  a forgery.  Others  argued  it  was  an  import  of  unknown  origin. 
Eurenijus  Ivanauskas  and  Mikelis  Balcius  recently  resolved  the  issue,  noting 
in  their  Uetuvos  Didziosios  Kunigaistystes  Lydiniai  ir  Monetos  nuo  1387  iki 
1495  (Ingots  and  Coins  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  from  1387  to  1495) 
that  in  1522  the  Bishop  of  Vilnius  had  intermittently  issued  kapos  of  gold 
during  the  second  half  of  the  14th  century,  evidently  the  date  of  the 
Drageliskis  hoard. 

When  the  litas  was  established  as  the  monetary  unit  of  Lithuania  in 
1922,  the  new  currency  was  linked  to  the  gold  standard.  Valued  at  0.150462 
grams  of  pure  gold,  the  litas  represented  10  cents,  one  tenth  of  the  U.S. 
dollar.  In  19(X)  the  U.S.  Congress  had  decreed  that  one  U.S.  dollar 
represented  23.22  grains  of  gold,  equalling  1.50462  grams  of  the  precious 
metal.  Pegging  the  litas  to  the  dollar,  the  Lithuanians  had  thereby  established 
an  easy  conversion  of  their  currency  to  the  gold  standard. 

During  the  years  of  independence,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  slowly 
acquired  its  gold  reserveson  the  international  markets  for  deposit  in  Kaunas 
and  bank  vaults  abroad.  Litai  thus  became  redeemable  in  gold  specie  or  in 
foreign  currencies.  In  1924  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  began  making  plans  to 


A half  ducat  issued  in  1664  by  Jonas  Kazimieras.  The 
initials  TLB  under  the  portrait  are  those  of  Titas  LiviJus  Boratinis. 
keeper  of  the  Uilnius  Mint.  Photos  in  this  article  courtesy  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  1).  C.,  Douglas  Mudd 

photogrpaher. 


LITHUANI 
NUMISHAT 

DICTIONA 

6. 

PALAUKE/Exergue  (German;  Abschnitt).  That  part  of  a con’s  field  which  is  below  the  design.  The  segment  which  is 
circumscribed  by  the  inner  edge  circle  and  the  bottom  of  the  main  design.  In  the  exergue  we  find:  the  coin's  date,  its  mint 
mark,  any  emblems  of  the  mint  officials.  Frequently,  it  is  blank. 

PALEOGRAEUA/Paleography.  The  science  of  writing  and  of  forms  of  ancient  characters,  based  upon  specimens 
surviving  from  antiquity.  Esp)ecially  of  writing  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  and  likewise  of  the  language  developing 
under  their  influence  (i.e.  the  eastern  Slavic).  Along  with  other  necessary  data  for  transcribing  writing,  the  numismatist- 
specialist  may  encounter  epigraphia  and  paleographia. 

PALTAROKAS/Poltorak.  German;  Dreipoelker.  A silver  coin  of  low  purity  (more  accurately,  a billon  coin)  rating  at 
1.5  of  a grasis.  At  the  turn  of  the  16- 17th  centuries,  with  the  flooding  of  Poland's  money  market  with  3 grasiai,  the  Cracow 
government  felt  the  need  of  a half  of  that  popular  coin,  so  in  1614  it  began  to  strike  the  3 1/2  grasiai  coin,  which  soon 
became  known  as  the  "poltorak."  From  Poland,  it  soon  spread  into  Lithuania;  Sigismund  Vasa  struck  such  a coin  in  Vilnius,  it 
was  called  the  "paltarokas,"  at  times  "one  and  a half,"  and  was  nicknamed  a "doublet."  It  was  never  popular  in  the  country, 
since  very  intricate  numbers  and  figures  were  engraved  on  it,  which  were  understandable  only  to  a few.  Sigismund  Vaza’s 
coins  weighed  1.5  grams,  while  that  of  John  Casimir,  about  1 gram. 


Paltarokas:  1-2,  Zyg.  Vazos  (2-rasis  skirtas  Rygai);  3,  Jono  Kazimiero.  Abu 
pirmieji  24  sudare  taleri,  treciasis  buvo  1/60  talerio  vertes.  Ismusdinti  §iose 
monetose  skaitmenys  bei  skaiciai  reiskia:  abipus  rutulio  — musdin.  data 
(1619,  1620),  rutulyje  — kiek  paltarokq  tada  atstojo  taleri,  zemai  — “3  pus- 
graSiai”. 

PAMINKLINES  MONETOS/Commemorative  Coins.  These  are  struck  not  only  for  circulation,  but  to  commemorate 
some  very  important  occasion.  For  instance,  the  Victory  Taler  of  1871  of  the  Prussian  War  against  the  French.  O the 
occasion  of  the  Swiss  shooting  festivals  of  the  19th  and  2()th  centuries,  when  large  silver  eoins  were  struck,  and  even  a 1(K) 
franc  gold  coin.  Only  a part  of  the  commemorative  coins  appear  in  circulation  for  a while.  Normally,  they  are  struck  in 
smaller  quantities. 

PARA.  1.  A silver  coin  of  the  Turkish  Ottoman  Empire,  appearing  about  1066  of  the  Hegira,  and  later  valued  at  1/40 
of  a piastre.  The  para  and  its  subsidiary  coins  were  struck  of  cheap  metals  from  1844.  2.  Serebia's  smallest  copper  coin  = 0.01 
dinar,  adopted  in  1867.  3.  A copper  coin,  struck  in  Russia  (By  Catherine  II)  in  1771-72,  for  Moldavia  and  Valakia,  equal  to  3 
"dengas,"  or  1.5  kopecks.  4.  In  Yugoslavia,  a 0.01  of  a dinar.  1/7200  of  a Cyprus  pound,  1,4000  of  a pound  in  Turkey. 
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Jonas  K.  Karys 

English  Translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue 


PARITETAS/Equality.  (Latin,  paritas).  A precise  analogy.  The  relationship  of  a monetary  unit  with  a specific 
amount  of  precious  metal,  upon  whicha  country's  currency  is  based.  Example:  "The  Litas  has  0.150462  grams  of  pure  gold." 
The  equality  of  buying  power  between  various  currencies,  established  according  to  the  value  of  the  underlying  precious  metal 
or  other  stable  valuables.  International  par  value  is  the  relationship  of  the  monetary  unit  of  different  countries  set  by  statute  in 
a reciprocal  manner. 

PATINA.  This  is  the  color  change  of  a coin's  surface,  under  the  influence  of  the  air,  acid  or  salt.  Naturally 
darkening,  or  a thin  film  of  green  copper  carbonate,  covering  cooper  or  bronze  coins  held  out  in  circulation  for  a long  (Kruxl. 
or  kept  in  a damp  condition  Gontiniicd  next  issue.... 


7. 


[I^ditor’s  note:  Here  are  a couple  of  more  articles  which  reveal  more  information  about  the  1991- 
clated  Lithuanian  Sports  (James  currency  issued  from  Siauliai.  just  prior  to  the  coup  on  Moscow  which 
toppled  the  Soviet  Union.  Notice  the  determination  of  the  Samogitian  organizers  for  autonomy  and 
independence.] 


LITAI  AND  CENTAURAI  WERE 
PLACED  INTO  CIRCULATION 
YESTERDAY 

V V 

From  Siauliii  Naujienos  [Siauliai  News],  26  July  1991, 

No.  144(11083) 

[Translated  by  Aleksandras  Radzius] 

As  is  well  known,  on  the  occasion  of  the  4th  World 
Lithuanian  Sports  Games  in  Siauliai.  litaurai  banknotes  in 
denominations  of  10  and  50  centaurai,  and  1.  2.  5,  10,  and 
50  litaurai  denominations  were  issued.  They  are  circulating 
throughout  the  Republic  as  souvenirs,  and  in  our  city  in 
enclosed  sports  arenas  they  could  be  used  to  purchase 
sports  paraphanalia,  souvenirs,  coffee,  ice  cream,  and 
other  confectionaries. 

Litaurai  and  centaurai  can  be  exchanged  or 
purchased:  at  the  Sports  Section  (27  Varpas  St.)  from  9 am 
to  6 pm;  at  the  tennis  courts  (10  Gardinas  St.)  from  9 am 
to  10  pm;  at  the  "Talsa"  ("Statybininkas")  sports  hall  (70 

V 

Zemaite  St.)  from  9 am  to  7 pm;  at  the  Engineers'  House 
(80  Vilnius  St.)  from  9 am  to  10  pm;  at  the  "Tauras " sports 
complex  (15  Pramones  St)  from  9 am  to  7 pm;  at  the 
"Zalgiris"  stadium  (25  Daukantas  St)  from  9 am  to  8 pm; 
from  a mobile  automobile  (next  to  the  market)  from  9 am 
to  12  noon;  and  on  the  pedestrian  boulevard  next  to  the 
clock  from  1 pm  to  8 pm. 

On  sports  event  days,  it  will  be  possible  to  make 
purchased  with  litaurai  and  centaurai  in  Naisiuose, 
Kalmeje,  Tyluvenai,  and  Meskuiciai. 


ABOVE:  50  Centari}  note. 


ABOVE:  Villus  Puronas,  senior  municipal 
designer,  designer  of  the  litaurai  and  centaurai. 


CENTAURAI,  LITAURAI:  REAL 
CURRENCY! 

By  Vladas  Vertelis 

P>om  Siauliii  Naujienos,  July  12,  1991,  No.  82, 

Page  1. 

[Translated  by  Aleksandras  Radzius] 

The  centaurai  and  litaurai,  the  currency  issued 
for  the  Siauliai  World  Lithuanian  Games  will  have 
real  buying  power.  Thus,  on  being  issued,  it  will  be 
possible  to  purchase,  exchange,  and  use  them  as  legal 
tender. 

I asked  the  designer  of  the  notes,  the  premier 
artist  of  Siauliai,  Vilius  Puronas,  if  this  idea  came 
out  of  the  blue.  He  answered  that  it  did  not  come  out 
of  the  blue.  The  idea  was  proposed  by  the  chairman 
of  the  LTOK  Siauliai  Municipal  Council.  A.  Briedis, 
by  the  director  of  the  Siauliai  branch  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  K.  (Jerasimenko,  and  the  artist,  V. 
Puronas.  The  latter  is  well  familiar  with  the  issuing 
of  banknotes.  In  1979  he  issued  Siauliai  New  Years 
banknotes.  In  1989,  the  Samogitian  litai  and  centai. 
and  now  the  litaurai  and  centaurai. 

These  are  the  first  notes  in  the  world 
dedicated  to  a sports  games  event,  says  Vilijus.  He 
says  that  he  knows.  Continued  on  page  9... 


I HE  NUMISMATIC  COLLECTION  OF  POVILAS  KARAZIJA 


s. 


By  Vytautas  Smilgevicius 

Lithuanian  National  Museum,  Numismatic  Section,  Vilnius 
English  translation  by  Aleksandras  Radzius 
From:  VORUTA,  May  1994,  No.  19,  page  6. 

llie  20th  century  was  exceptionally  significant  for  Lithuania 
culturally.  But  no  one  of  the  cultural  activists  of  the  time  is  not  remembered 
sufficiently.  Thus  we  now  present  the  coin  collector  and  researcher  Povilas 
Karazija  to  the  readers  of  Voruta. 

P.  Karazija  sp)ent  his  most  productive  years  in  Polish-occupied 
Vilnius.  And  that  period  of  time  is  very  meaningful  for  Lithuanian 
numismatics.  Lithuania  in  occupied  Vinnius  used  all  means  possible  to  resist 
Polonization.  And  one  method  was  to  collect  and  study  Lithuanian  historical 
items.  Given  the  conditions  of  the  time,  this  was  not  easy.  We  should 
remember  the  collections  of  the  Lithuanian  Academic  Society  and  that  of 
Konstantinas  Stasis.  Portions  of  these  collections  are  now  housed  at  the 
Lithuanian  National  Museum. 

Coins  are  one  expression  of  a country's  identity,  thus  they  are  very 
respected  by  the  people  who  collect  and  study  them.  There  were  few  such 
persons  in  Lithuania  during  the  20th  century.  And  one  of  the  most  noteworthy 
was  Povilas  Karazija. 

The  research  articles  of  Povilas  Karazija  were  the  first  scientific- 
works  on  early  Lithuanian  coins  which  classified  them  by  type  and  identified 
their  varieties.  Thus,  until  the  publication  of  the  book  "Numismatics  of  the 
Grand  Ehtchy  of  Lithuania”  by  Sajauskas  & Kaubrys  in  1993,  the  works  of  P. 
Karazija  have  no  equals.  Even  now,  researchers  studying  early  Lithuanian 
coins  first  conAtlt  the  comprehensive  works  of  P.  Karazija. 

The  author  would  be  grateful  if  persons  who  knew  P.  Karazija  would 
respond  and  share  their  remembrances  about  him. 

Povilas  Karazija  was  born  in  1887  in  Mazgeliskiai,  Kupiskiai  district 
and  died  in  1955.  He  was  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  numismatists,  collectors 
and  a political  and  cultural  activist.  From  1918  he  lived  in  Polish-occupied 
Vilnius.  In  1936  he  was  deported  to  Warsaw  for  Lithuanian  activities,  and  in 
1938,  he  was  deported  to  Lithuania. 

According  to  contemporaries,  the  collection  of  P.  Karazija  was  very 
large.  Besides  coins  and  medals,  he  also  had  many  items  related  to  the 
Masonic  movement  and  numerous  manuscripts.  It  is  hard  to  determine  when 
P.  Karazija  began  collecting  coins.  But  it  is  known  that  by  1925,  he  was 
interested  in  Lithuanian  history.  This  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  he 
participated  in  an  auction  in  Vilnius  where  he  purchased  a 1614  edition  of  the 
Third  Lithuanian  Statute.  P.  Karazija  collaborated  not  only  with  collectors  in 
Vilnius.  It  is  known  that  he  corresponded  with  the  J.  Schulman  numismatic- 
firm  in  Holland  (J.  Schulman,  Arasterdam-C.,  Kaisergracht  448).  According 
to  persons  who  knew  P.  Karazija,  he  liked  to  purchase  two  examples  of  each 
coin. 

The  collector  devotes  much  attention  to  Lithuanian  coins  and  wrote  a 
number  of  books;  "The  Hoard  of  Vilnius,"  "The  Coin  Hoards  of  Aluona, 
Skleriai  and  Kruminiai"  were  published.  Surviving  only  as  a manuscript  is 
"'Ihe  Hoard  of  Sanciai"  and  completely  lost  is  the  manuscript,  "Numismatics 
of  Lithuania."  After  the  death  of  P.  Karazija,  due  to  the  efforts  of  Vincas 
i^-ilcnas.  Director  of  the  Museum  of  the  University  of  Vilnius,  the  collection 
of  P.  Karazija  was  transferred  to  the  Academic  Museum  of  the  University  of 
Vilnius.  By  Law  No.  552  dated  CJctober  4,  1977  of  H.  Zabulis,  Minister  of 
High  and  Specialty  Secondary  Fiducation  of  Lithuania,  directed  the  Academic- 
Museum  of  the  University  of  Vilnius  to  establish  a P.  Karazija  Fund.  A 
commission  was  tormed  to  accept  the  collection  of  the  famous  collector.  The 
chairman  of  the  commission  was  V.  Danute  Sinkiene)  Senior  Economi.st  of 
the  ( cntral  Library  of  the  University  of  Vilnius)  and  Gerliminas  Adomaitis 


(Ministry  Inspector  for  High  and  Specialty 
Secondary  Education).  On  October  6,  1977,  a 98 
page  document  was  written  up  documenting  the 
collection  transfer.  Thereby,  4,066  coins  of  various 
periods  were  transferred,  coins  that  were  collected 
by  P.  Karazija  during  his  whole  lifetime. 

In  the  P.  Karazija  collection  turned  over, 
there  were  766  Lithuanian  coins,  portions  of  hoards 
and  190  and  kapas  and  half-kapas. 

The  most  complete  Lithuanian  sets  in  the 
P Karazija  collections  are  from  the  period  of 
Alexandeer  and  Sigisraund  the  Old.  P.  Karazija  had 
accumulated  a complete  set  of  coins  issued  by  King 
Alexander  and  almost  a complete  set  of  coins  of 
John  Casimir  (missing  was  the  1562  3-groschen 
coin  and  the  gold  coins).  Of  the  coins  from  the 
reign  of  King  Alexander,  of  note  is  a groschen 
which  was  a pattern  coin  and  a unique  piece.  In  the 
1 9th  century  it  was  part  of  the  Zamoisky  collection. 
There  is  a casting  of  a groschen  in  the  Karazija 
collection  which  is  troublesome  to  researchers  since 
it  is  not  possible  to  identify  the  coin  that  it  is  a 
casting  of.  The  Lithuanian  half-groschen  of 
Alexander  are  interesting  since  on  some  the  legend 
is  in  a gothic  and  on  others  in  a renaissance  font. 
Karazija  accumulated  both  types  of  coins  ((10  coins 
with  a gothic  font  and  18  with  a renaissance  font). 
Also,  a counterfeit  half-grosschen  found  its  way 
into  the  collection. 

The  set  of  coins  of  Sigismund  the  Old  is 
also  interesting,  missing  are  only  the  1508-1511 
Lithuanian  half  groschen  coins.  Ihe  mo.st 
interesting  are  the  groschen  coins  on  which  is 
designated  the  month  of  minting:  I,  F,  FI,  M 
(lanuarius-January,  Februarius-February,  Maius  or 
Martus-March).  These  coins  have  the  most  accurate 
dating  system. 

The  "Golden  Age"  of  Lithuanian 
numismatics  was  during  the  reign  of  Sigi.smund 
August  with  the  largc.st  number  of  denominations 


and  the  most  beautiful  Lithuanian  coins  minted.  In  the  P.  Kara/.ija 
collection  of  coins  of  .Sigismund  August  is  a copy  of  a I.Shd  hall- 
taler.  The  only  known  example  ol  this  coin  is  in  the  Vienna  Royal 
Coin  Collection.  Neither  talers,  nor  counter-stamped  coins,  nor  gold 
coins  (ducats  and  portugals)  were  in  the  Karazija  collection. 

I hcre  are  22  Lithuanian  coins  from  the  reign  of  Stephan 
Bathory:  3 shillings  and  19  three  groschen  coins.  The  three  groschen 
coins  were  of  high  quality  silver  and  thus  were  widely  circulated 
abroad.  Of  the  shillings,  only  the  1583  issue  is  missing.  Other  coins 
minted  during  the  reign  of  Bathory,  denars,  half-groschen,  groschen, 
six-groschen,  and  talers,  were  not  in  the  portion  of  the  Karazija 
collection  that  was  turned  over  to  the  University  of  Vilnius  Academic 
Museum. 

After  the  death  of  Stephan  Bathory,  Sigismund  Vasa 
ascended  to  the  throne  of  Lithuania.  P.  Karazija  had  collected  all  the 
Lithuanian  groschen  issued  by  Sigismund  Vasa;  71  of  the  coins  were 
dated  between  1607  and  1627  and  four  are  undated.  Of  the  1.5 
groschen  coins,  only  the  one  dated  1620  is  missing.  There  were  37 
three-groschen  coins  of  Sigismund  Vasa  in  the  Karazija  collection 
with  only  some  of  the  early  dates  missing.  There  are  no  gold  coins  of 
Sigismund  Vasa,  ducats,  3.5  ducats  or  10  ducats  (portugaler)  in  the  P. 
Karazija  collection  that  was  turned  over  to  the  LIniversity  of  Vilnius 
Museum. 

On  the  death  of  Sigismund  Vasa  an  dascension  of  John 
Casimir  to  the  Lithuanian  throne,  the  monetary  policy  of  Lithuania 
was  changed.  In  1653  the  first  shillings  of  this  king  appeared.  Due  to 
low  silver  content,  in  fact  the  silver  shillings  of  John  Casmimir  were 
copper  coins  with  a little  silver  added  in,  the  monogram  ICR  (lonnes 
Casirairus  Rex)  was  reread  as  "Initiura  Calamitatis  Regni"  (Initiation 
of  Calamity  for  the  Kingdom).  Soon  thereafter,  the  minting  of  copper 
shillings  was  begun  under  the  stewardship  of  the  mintmaster  Tito 
Livijus  Boratinio.  As  a result,  these  shillings  were  nicknamed 
"boratinkai."  Lithuanian  silver  shillings  were  minted  in  1652  and 
1663,  and  copper,  1660  to  1666.  AH  issues  of  these  inflationary  coins 
(155  coins  and  4 uniface  examples)  are  in  the  Karazija  collection. 
This  was  a period  of  wars,  money  was  needed  and  for  this  reason 
copper  shillings  were  issued.  Of  these  coins,  there  were  115  copper 
and  silver.  Almost  all  the  coins  of  John  Casimir  are  in  the  Karazija 
collection.  Missing  are  only  the  1652  three  groschen  piece  and  the 
gold  coins. 

Siauliai  Notes 

[Continued  from  page  7...] 

Maybe  that  is  why  the  premier  sport  leaders  at 
first  didn't  know  how  to  react  to  this  idea.  But  sometimes 
even  silence  says  alot.  Up  to  now  it  is  believed  that  the 
1,  2.  5,  10.  and  50  denomination  litaurai  and  the  10  and 
50  denomination  centaurai  will  be  in  circulation  only  in 
the  Siauliai  area. 

During  the  whole  week  of  the  games  (July  27  to 
August  4).  the  games  currency  will  be  real  money.  That 
is  not  surprising,  since  each  banknote  is  graced  with  the 
signature  of  the  director  of  the  bank.  Konstaneijus 
(jerosimenko.  is  numbered  and  the  bank  obliges  itself  to 
exchange  the  notes  into  rubles.  Since  the  games  notes 
will  be  issued  in  limited  quantities,  they  will  be  sought 
after  by  collectors. 


GOLD  COINS 

[Continued  from  page  5...] 

emit  a 50  liiu  gold  coin.  Equivalent  to  7.5231  grams 
of  gold,  its  weight  was  determined  by  multiplying  .50 
X the  value  of  1 litas,  which  was  0.150462  grams  ol 
gold. 

To  be  struck  in  Kaunas,  the  actual  minting  of 
this  piece  was  put  off  pending  the  construction  of  an 
up-to-date  facility.  World  War  11  and  the  occupation  of 
Lithuania  stopped  the  pland  dead  in  its  tracks.  Millions 
of  dollars  worth  of  Lithuanian  gold  reserves  fell  into 
Soviet  coffers.  Fortunately,  some  Western  countries 
simply  froze  the  Lithuanian  assets,  releasing  the  credits 
to  Vilnius  after  Lithuania  regained  its  independence  in 
1991. 

The  issue  of  the  1 litas  gold  coin  on  September 
29,  1997  opened  a new  chapter  in  the  history  of 
Lithuanian  coinage.  Minted  in  Vilnius  with  1,500  gold 
blanks  supplied  by  the  Austrian  Mint,  this  coin  has  a 
purity  of  99.9%.  The  7.78  gram  weight  of  the  gold 
litas  relates  to  its  medieval  predecessors,  the  fiorino 
d'oro  and  the  Venentian  ducatiis  d'oro.  Fifteen  hundred 
gold  litai  were  struck,  and  collectors  bought  up  every 
last  one  on  the  first  day  of  issue.  This  gold  piece 
commemorated  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  also  the  anniversary  of  the  first  emission  of 
the  paper  litas  in  1922. 

But  how  short-sighted  can  one  be?  Virtually  not 
a word  in  the  press  released  spoke  about  the  1547 
ducat!  However,  all  is  not  lost.  Spokesmen  for  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  have  hinted  that  gold  coinage  might 
eventually  be  issued  in  denominations  of  1(X).  200. 
5(X),  and  perhaps  even  1.000  litul 

Those  first  Lithuanian  gold  ducats  should  not 
disappear  from  our  collective  memory,  especially  if 
the  design  of  these  forthcoming  coins  will  be  seen  as 
an  opportunity  to  make  some  reference  to  the  earlier 
gold  coinage  of  Lithuania.  Hopefully,  to  that 
magnil'icent  10  florin,  or  perhaps,  to  those  splendid  10 
ducat  pieces  of  the  Vilnius  Mint? 


The  notes  are  beautiful.  They  are  decorated  with 
Lithuanian  motifs,  national  symbols  and  vignettes  frtim 
nature,  on  the  obverse  of  the  5 litaurai  note,  is  a linden 
tree,  on  the  10  litaurai  note,  a maple  tree,  and  on  the  50 
litaurai  note,  an  oak  tree.  On  the  reverse  of  the  notes, 
sports  scenes.  The  colors  of  the  notes  are  similar  to  those 
of  Lithuanian  litai  notes. 


l.n  Hl'ANlAN  BANKNOTES 
n,  ON  DISPLAY 
THANKSGIVING 
WEEKEND  IN  DEARBORN, 
MICHIGAN 

A complete  set  of  pre- World  War  II 
banknotes  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  Pick  1-28  will  be 
on  display  at  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society 
fall  Convention,  held  Thanksgiving  Weekend, 
Friday-Sunday  November  27-29  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel  in  the  Fairlane  Mall  in  Dearborn, 
Michigan.  This  display  won  the  best-of-show  award 
at  the  Spring  MSNS  convention,  and  includes  the  rare 
1938  lOlitB. 

Also  displayed  will  be  a complete  set  of  the 
1991  Siauliai  Olympic  banknotes,  by  Benjamin 
Bearman  (age  16)  which  won  the  Junior  Best-of- 
Show  award  at  the  Spring  MSNS  show. 

This  is  a major  U.S.  coin  show  featuring  over 
190  dealers.  The  Knight  F^ditor  and  MSNS  board 
member  Frank  Passic  will  serve  as  exhibit  chairman, 
and  invites  all  LNA  members  and  friends  to  drop  by 
to  see  him  at  the  show.  He  will  usually  be  in  the 
educational  exhibits  section,  wearing  a bright  blue 
MSNS  jacket.  Mr.  Passic  will  have  his  Lithuanian 
materials  for  sale  with  him.  We’U  see  you  there. 

Times  for  the  show  are:  Friday-Sat  10  am  to 
6:30  p.m.,  Sunday  10  am  to  4:30  p.m.  Coming  north 
from  1-94,  take  the  Southfield  Freeway  (M-39)  north 
to  U.S.  12.  (you'll  see  the  hotel,  looks  like  a castle), 
go  west  to  Fairlane  entrance,  follow  signs. 


LNA  DIRECTOR 
ALEKSANDRAS  RADZIUS 
RECEIVES  MASTERS 
DEGREE 

As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Knight.  LNA 
Director  Aleksandras  Radzius  of  Baltimore.  Maryland  has 
received  his  Masters  Degree  in  Health  Sciences. 

We  were  able  to  obtain  a photograph  of 
Aleksandras  and  his  family  at  the  celebrated  event  which 
we  are  illustrating  here  below. 


Here  is  Alek  and  his  family  at  the  johns  Hopkins  University 
campus,  left  to  right:  youngest  son  Linas,  wife  Neringa, 
daughter  2ibute,  Alek  and  eldest  son  Dziugas.  It  takes  80 
credits  to  earn  a master's  degree  from  jHU. 


WANT-FOR  SALE  ADS  ARE  FREE  TO 
LNA  MEMBERS.  WHAT  DO  YOU  HAVE  FOR 
SALE  WE  CAN  LIST  HERE? 


Karl  Stcpbct>s,  It>c. 


Karl  Stephens 

Vresident 

Post  Office  Box  458  .ANA  57209 

lemplc  City,  Ca.  91780  818-445-8154 
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